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Same graphemes, Different sounds 

  



Lesson 1 

The letter a e o u, with sometimes w and y, are called 

vowels. There is not any syllable or word, however short, 

without a vowel.  A vowel sometimes makes a syllable, 

and is sometimes a word by itself. 

 

A  E  I  O   U 

ace  be Fife go use 

Age me File lo cube 

Ape we Fine noo cure 

Babe she Hive wo dupe 

Bake he Kite bole fuse 

Bale cere Life code mule 

Base cede Lime home mute 

Came  Pine mote muse 

Cane  Ride note pure 

 

Note: the letter R has the effect of shortening somewhat 

short any preceding vowel except u. 

bare mare cere sire bore pore 

Care pare mere mire core sore 

Fare tare dire wire fore tore 

 



Improper Diphthongs 
  



 

Lesson 2 

When two vowels are united in the same syllable they are 

called diphthongs; when pronounced as one letter, they 

are styled improper diphthongs. 

 

AI is sounded A  

fain Gait maid pail sail wail 

gain Laid paid rail tail wain 

 

Ay is sounded A in 

bay Gay gay may ray  way 

day hay lay pay say play 

 

EI is sounded A  

Feint vein 

Rein veil 

 

Ey is sounded A in  

Bey dey hey 

 



EA is sounded E in  

Ceil sein seize 

 

IE is sounded E in  

Life piece grieve 

Liege niece thieve 

 

Note: ay  is sounded E in quay. 

 

The diphthongs oa, oe, au, eo, ou, and the tripthong eau 

are sounded like o. 

 

Oa is sounded O in 

oat Boat foam goat loam moan 

oast Coat foal load loan toad 

oak Coal goal loaf moat Woad 

 

OE is sounded O in 

Doe hoe toe 

Foe roe woe 

 



Ow is sounded O in 

Bow mow row 

Low owe sow 

 

EW is sounded U in 

Dew hew new 

Few mew yew 

EU, EO,IEW, are sounded U. 

Eu in feud 

Eo in feod 

iew in view 

 

  



 

Lesson 3 

A long has four sounds, long, short, middle and broad. 

A is long A is short A is middle A is broad 

Ale Bat bar haw 

Bale Fan car law 

Dame Can far jaw 

Fame man jar maw 

Gave Pat mar paw 

Hale Sad tar raw 

Pale Tan  saw 

 

  


